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Freedom of Information Request 
 
Please find below the response to your recent Freedom of Information request. 
 
Request / Response: 
 
If this qualifies as an FOI then feel free to treat it as such - and if it doesn't, please 
consider answering my question 'in the spirit of NHS transparency'. 
 
Please note that henceforth by 'the ReSPECT Form', I mean the form which can be 
found at: 
 
https://www.respectprocess.org.uk/_pdfs/ReSPECT-Specimen-Form.pdf 
 
The ReSPECT website tells readers 'People should not expect to use the ReSPECT 
process until it has been established in their locality' and I would like to understand 
how widely ReSPECT 'has already been rolled-out/implemented'.  Many 'not 'actively 
ill' people', could potentially approach their GP with the question: 
 
'I would like to have a ReSPECT Form - can you facilitate that for me, by providing 
the form and arranging for it to be signed by an appropriate clinician?' 
 
In Knowsley we have not established the ReSPECT forms however, there is an 
established end of life care process already in place which follows the North West 
Clinical Management Planning Guidance including, Unified Do Not Attempt 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (uDNACPR). 
 
Discussions are taking place regarding the ReSPECT process and will continue to 
do so. In a recent communication, issued from the Cheshire and Merseyside (C&M) 
Palliative and End of Life Care Programme with regards to ReSPECT they have 
recommended that Cheshire and Merseyside continue to follow the North West 
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Clinical Management Planning Guidance including Unified Do Not Attempt 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (uDNACPR) guidance until the formal research 
evaluation is available from the ReSPECT pilot sites. 
 
Within the guidance, North West Clinical Management Planning Guidance including 
Unified Do Not Attempt Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (uDNACPR) there are 
Advance Care Planning (ACP) process and documentation which support patients 
who are approaching end of life to plan their care with health professionals. 
 
and what I would like you to tell me, is if at the moment an NHS patient approached 
a GP 'in your CCG' and asked, would the answer be 'yes'? 
 
It clearly isn't practicable to try and ask individual GPs/Practices, so I am asking 
CCGs instead [despite it not being entirely clear to me, that 'provision/completion of 
a ReSPECT Form' is a 'commissioned service' - however, I am aware of at least one 
CCG which does have 'a policy promoting ReSPECT'.]. 
 
Please note: it is my intention to collate and publish the responses I receive, and I 
will not be asking for permission separately - I will regard any response to my 
FOI/question as implicitly indicating 'permission to publish it'. 
 
If you approach a GP in Knowsley for the ReSPECT form, the answer would be no.  
However, as mentioned in the previous answer, there is a nationally recognised tool 
and documentation (ACP and uDNACPR form) which you are able to access via a 
healthcare professional that can help to write-up your preferred future care and 
treatment plan.  Your GP will be able to initiate this process and arrange for a 
healthcare professional to talk through your plans for the future. 
 
 


